
Description: This native member of the sunflower family grows in many 
coastal habitats from Santa Barbara to Alaska, including grasslands, salt 
marshes, dunes, bluffs, and coastal scrub. It is a perennial herb with a small 
number of stems that are often purple around the base. The leaves are narrowly 
oval-shaped, pointed, and sometimes finely serrated along the edges. The 
flower cluster has centers of yellow disc florets and fringes of many narrow 
light purple or white ray florets.

Pollinator and Wildlife Use: This is a great late-season nectar source for  
native insects and butterflies. Bumble bee queens rely on the pollen of late-season flowering plants to 
build up their energy reserves before winter. The genus Symphyotrichum is a host plant for the Northern 
Checkerspot, Field Crescent, and Pearl Crescent butterflies. Birds eat the seeds.

Erosion Prevention: Pacific aster has a deep, fibrous root system that helps it stabilize slopes.

Other Facts: Pacific asters can tolerate both drought and salinity. Despite its Latin 
name, it does not grow in Chile. With its vigorous rhizomes and prolific windborne 
seed, once established, Pacific aster can be difficult to remove from an area.
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References and Useful Websites:

plants.usda.gov/factsheet/pdf/fs_sych4.pdf

calscape.org/Symphyotrichum-chilense-()

calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=10402

watershednursery.com/nursery/plant-finder/symphyotrichum-chilensis/
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